
 

Climate change, vulnerability, and responsibility

   
   
   
Abstract:

In this essay I present an overview of the problem of climate change, with attention to issues of interest to
feminists, such as the differential responsibilities of nations and the disproportionate "vulnerabilities" of
females, people of color, and the economically disadvantaged in relation to climate change. I agree with
others that justice requires governments, corporations, and individuals to take full responsibility for histories
of pollution, and for present and future greenhouse gas emissions. Nonetheless I worry that an
overemphasis on household and personal-sphere fossil fuel emissions distracts from attention to
higher-level corporate and governmental responsibilities for addressing the problem of climate change. I
argue that more attention should be placed on the higher-level responsibilities of corporations and
governments, and I discuss how individuals might more effectively take responsibility for addressing global
climate change, especially when corporations and governments refuse to do so.
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Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Health Outcome Unspecified

Mitigation/Adaptation:  
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mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation, Mitigation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Children, Low Socioeconomic Status, Racial/Ethnic Subgroup

Other Racial/Ethnic Subgroup: Not specified

Other Vulnerable Population: women

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Policy/Opinion, Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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